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(57) Abstract: A reliable SCR system for reducing NO, emissions from a lean-burn internal combustion engine (10) utilizes a 
chemical tagging reagent to assure proper usage of urea or other NO^-reducing reagent (30). A reagent quality sensor (52) is provided 
to detect the tagging reagent and authenticate the NOx>reducing reagent (30). The sensor (52) can desirably be used to determine 
feed rate to assure proper NOj^-reducing reagent feed rate, to thus prevent under dosing or over dosing, and can warn of a disruption 
in feed due to empty tank or stopped feed line. 
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DESCRIPTION 

METHODS AND COMPOSITIONS FOR ASSURING 
5 REDUCTION OF NO, EMISSIONS FROM AN 

ENGINE BY SELECTIVE CATALYTIC REDUCTION 

10 Technical Field 

The invention relates to improving the reliability of a selective catalytic 
reduction (SCR) system for reducing NOx emissions from lean-burn internal 
combustion engines, especially mobile engines. 

15 

Diesel and lean-bum gasoline engines provide advantages in fuel economy, 
but produce both NOx and particulates during normal operation. When primary 
measures (actions that affect the combustion process itself, e.g., exhaust gas 
recirculation and engine timing adjustments) are taken to reduce one, the other is 
20 usually increased. Thus, combustion conditions selected to reduce pollution from 
particulates and obtain good fuel economy tend to Increase NOx. 

Current and proposed regulations challenge manufacturers to achieve good 
fuel economy and reduce particulates and NOx. Lean-bum engines will be necessary 
25 to achieve the fuel economy objective, but the high concentrations of oxygen in the 
exhaust renders typical exhaust gas catalyst systems Ineffective for reducing NOx. 

SCR (selective catalytic reduction) utilizes a reagent which, due to its ability 
to selectively reduce NOx in the presence of a catalyst, can be used economically. 
30 It has been utilized for years to reduce NOx emissions from stationary sources and 
is becoming a strong candidate for mobile sources. One possible hurdle to the 
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widespread adoption of this technology, however, is that from a regulatory standpoint 
there must be some means of assuring that the system is operating effectively. 
Another is the fact that it is not possible to measure NOx emissions on a continuous 
and real-time basis. 

5 

There is a current need for an effective answer to the regulatory and practical 
hurdles associated with SCR for mobile diesel and other lean-burn engines. 

10 Background Art 

Where SCR catalysts are employed to limit NOx emissions from diesel 
engines, one has to deal with either the dangers of ammonia or satisfactorily deal 
with the risks of catalyst fouling. Aqueous urea and other liquid reagents have been 

15 proposed to address the safety concerns associated with ammonia. In this regard, 
see R. J. Hulterman; A Selective Catalytic Reduction Of NOx from Diesel Engines 
Using Injection Of Urea; Ph.D. thesis, September 1995; SAE Paper No. 970185. 
entitled 'Transient Performance of a Urea DeNOx Catalyst for Low Emissions Heavy- 
Duty Diesel Engines"; U. S. Patent No. 5.431.893. to Hug. ef a/.; WO 97/01387 and 

20 European Patent Application 487,886 A1 . These references and those cited below 
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties. 

Each of the points of caution by these references, especially for mobile 
sources, must be taken into account in developing a commercial SCR system 
25 capable of widespread adoption. Further, there are concerns from a regulatory 
standpoint: principally, how can it be assured that the catalyst is being provided with 
an effective NO,rreducing agent. The reagents cost money and there will always be 
an incentive for operators to either use a low-cost, noncomplying reagent or fail to 
refill when that is called for. 



30 
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The art is awaiting the development of a process apparatus and composition 
that would assure the use of an approved NOx-reducing reagent comprising urea or 
other effective reagent in an SCR process. 

Disclosure of Invention 

It is an object of the invention to provide a reliable SCR system for reducing 
NOx emissions from an internal combustion engine. 

It is a yet further and more specific object of the invention to enable the use 
of urea in an SCR system that strongly discourages, if not effectively prevents, 
operator defeat. 

It is a yet further and still more specific object of one embodiment of the 
invention to enable the use of urea in an SCR system that strongly discourages or 
prevents operator defeat and enables integration with an engine management 
system (EMS). 

It is yet another specific object of the invention to provide a simple mechanical 
device for monitoring and maintaining the quality of the urea solution. 

It is yet another specific object of the invention to provide a control system 
that senses failure of reagent quality and responds by switching to alternative NOx 
control strategies to assure continuous NOx reduction. 

It is yet another object of Ihe invention to provide a system that, while being 
specifically designed for urea solutions, can be employed with similar benefits for 
NOx-reducing reagents other than urea, including hydrocarbon liquids, such as 
alcohols or the like. 



wo 00/75643 



PCTAJSOO/40111 



4 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a system that can desirably 
be used to determine feed rate to assure proper NOx-reducing reagent feed rate, to 
thus prevent under dosing or over dosing, and can wam of a disruption in feed due 
to an empty tank or stopped up feed line. 

5 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a system that achieves the 
above and other objectives by combining the technology of fluorometry with physical 
and/or chemical tests in a novel arrangement to detect attempts at NOx control 
circumvention and preferably prevent such while providing adequate incentive for 
1 0 voluntary compliance. 

These and other objects are achieved by the present invention, which 
provides an improved method, a composition and an apparatus for assuring the 
reliability of a NOx reduction SCR system. 

15 

The invention provides a method for assuring the presence of a NCrteducing 
reagent of predefined quality in a NO,rreducing system, comprising: testing reagent 
solution for the presence and/or concentration of at least one fluorescent tracer; 
generating a sensor signal representative of the presence of the chemical tracer; 
20 comparing the sensor signal to reference values; generating control signals 
representative of the results of the comparison; and. controlling the flow of urea 
solution responsive to the control signal. 

Other parameters, such as level of the reagent can also be monitored by 
25 fluorometry. physical and/or chemical means and employed to facilitate control. 

In a preferred embodiment, if the quality of the urea solution fails testing, the 
injectors are shut off to prevent operation wrtth a non-compliant solution. In this mode, 
the engine or other control system can provide a waming to the operator and will 
30 preferably control engine operation to maintain low NOx levels without the use of 
reagent, e.g.. by exhaust gas recirculation, engine timing or derating to produce less 
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power. The system will preferably warn the operator of a potential loss of power and 
the operator will be required to replace the reagent with a standard reagent before 
normal operation will be resumed. 

5 The apparatus in one embodiment comprises: a NO,rreducing reagent quality 

sensor including a source of radiation within a defined range of wavelengths, supply 
means for feeding NOx-reducing reagent to an exhaust system including an SCR 
reactor, and control means responsive to said quality sensor for controlling supply 
of NOx-reducing reagent. 

10 

The compositions according to the invention will comprise: a reagent effective 
for NOx-reduction; and a chemical tracer which fluoresces when subjected to 
radiation within a defined range of wavelengths. In a preferred embodiment, the 
composition will also provide a chemical tracer designated by a particular catalyst 
1 5 manufacturer to assure that the composition is free of contaminants for the particular 
catalyst being employed. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

20 

The invention will be better understood and its advantages more apparent 
from the following detailed description, especially when read in light of the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

25 Figure 1 is a flow diagram showing principal components of one embodiment 

of the invention wherein a sensor is provided to test a NOx-reducing reagent (such 
as aqueous urea solution) for the presence of a chemical tracer responsive to 
radiation within a defined range of wavelengths: and 

30 Figures 2 through 5 are logic diagrams of several preferred modes of 

operation according to the invention. 
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Detailed Description 

In this description, the term "engine" is meant in the broad sense to include 
all combustors which combust liquid or gaseous hydrocarbon fuels to provide heat. 

5 e.g.. for direct or indirect conversion to mechanical or electrical energy. Internal 
combustion engines of the Otto. Diesel and turbine types, as well as burners and 
furnaces, are included and can benefit from the invention. However, since the 
problems and advantages of successful achievement of reliable NOx reduction on 
diesel and other lean-burn engines are so pronounced, these engines are used 

1 0 throughout this description for purposes of example. Stationary and mobile engines 
are contemplated. 

In this description, the term "lean-bum engine" is meant to include engines 
that can be operated with an inlet oxygen concentration greater than the amount 
1 5 required for stoichiometric (or chemically correct) combustion of a hydrocarbon fuel, 
e.g.. at least 1% by weight excess oxygen. 

The temi "Diesel engine" is meant to include all compression-ignition engines, 
for both mobile (including marine) and stationary power plants and of the two-stroke 
20 per cycle, four-stroke per cycle and rotary types. 

The term "hydrocarbon fuel" is meant to include all of those fuels prepared 
from "distillate fuels" or "petroleum". Gasoline, jet fuel, diesel fuel, and various other 
distillate fuels are included. The term "distillate fuel" means all of those products 
25 prepared by the distillation of petroleum or petroleum fractions and residues. The 
term "petroleum" is meant in its usual sense to include all of those materials 
regardless of source nomially included within the meaning of the term, including 
hydrocarbon materials, regardless of viscosity, that are recovered from fossil fuels 
and specifically includes gaseous fuels, e.g., methane, propane, butane and the like. 



30 
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The term "diesel fuel" means "distillate fuels" including diesel fuels meeting 
the ASTM definition for diesel fuels or others even though they are not wholly 
comprised of distillates and can comprise alcohols, ethers, organo-nitro compounds 
and the like (e.g., methanol, ethanol, diethyl ether, methyl ethyl ether, nitromethane). 

5 Also within the scope of this invention, are emulsions and liquid fuels derived from 
vegetable or mineral sources such as corn, alfalfa, shale, and coal. These fuels may 
also contain other additives known to those skilled in the art, including dyes, cetane 
improvers, anti-oxidants such as 2,6-di-tertiary-butyl-4-methylphenol, corrosion 
inhibitors, rust inhibitors such as alkylated succinic acids and anhydrides, 

10 bacteriostatic agents, gum inhibitors, metal deactivators, upper cylinder lubricants, 
antiicing agents and the like. 

The term NOx-reducing reagent is meant to include all of those that are 
effective for this purpose, especially those that can be stored in liquid form, e.g., 

15 hydrocarbons, such as straight and branched-chain aliphatic and/or aromatic 
hydrocarbons, including mixtures such as diesel fuel or any one or more of its 
constituents; oxygenated hydrocarbons, including aromatic compounds such as 
toluene, aliphatic compounds such as lower aliphatic alcohols, such as methanol, 
ethanol, propanol; and nitrogenous materials such as urea and aqueous ammonia 

20 (NH4OH). 

The term "urea" is meant to encompass urea in all of its commercial forms, 
including those containing: ammelide; ammeline; ammonium cariDonate; ammonium 
bicarbonate; ammonium carbamate; ammonium cyanate; ammonium salts of 
25 inorganic acids; ammonium salts of organic acids, including formic and acetic acid; 
biuret; cyanuric acid; isocyanic acid; melamine and tricyanourea. Typically, the 
commercial fomi of urea will consist essentially of urea, containing 95% or more urea 
or an aqueous solution containing urea of this purity. 

30 Aqueous solutions of urea can be employed up to their solubility limits. 

Typically, the aqueous solution will contain from about 2 to about 65% reagent based 
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on the weight of the solution. Typical concentrations of urea are within the range of 
from about 25 to about 50%. e.g. from about 30 to about 35%. A preferred 
concentration for mobile uses is 32.5% urea which advantageously exhibits the 
lowest freeze point without precipitation of urea. 

5 

The urea or other reagent according to the invention will be prepared in its 
final form as a liquid (aqueous solution in the case of urea) in final form for use and 
will contain at least one tracer which fluoresces when subjected to radiation within 
a defined range of wavelengths, preferably in the visible range. It is preferred that the 
10 fluorescent tracer be characterized by an excitation wavelength range of about 200 
to 850 nanometers and a fluorescent "output" range of about 205 to 855 nanometers 
(nm). Non-interfering functional groups may be present in the fluorescent compound 
(sulfonate, hydroxyl. carboxylate, amino, amide, etc.). Aromatic rings may be 
present. 

15 

Desirably, the excitation and fluorescing wavelengths will be different. 
Exemplary of one preferred material of this type is Rhodamine B, CAS #81-88-9. 
This material can be excited at a wavelength of 554 nm (green) and emits at 580 nm 
(yellow), Rhodamine 6G is excited at 530 nm (green) and emits at a wavelength of 
20 590 nm (yellow). 

Another prefen^ed fluorescent chemical tracer is 1 .5-napthalene disulfonic acid 
(NDSA) (excitation 290 nm. emission 330 nm). but a wide variety of fluorescent and 
other tracer or indicators can be employed to achieve the various objectives of the 
25 invention. Yet another is pyrene tetrasulfonic acid (PTSA) which emits at 400 nm 
when excited at 365 nm. 

The tracer can also be the noted nonylphenol ethoxylate surfactant. Among 
othe fluorescing surfactants are those such as octyl phenol ethoxylate, dialkylphenol 
30 ethoxylates and alkylnaphthylene ethoxylates. If the temperature of the treatment 
solution transmitted to the nozzles is exceptionally high, which it preferably isn't (the 
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temperature is preferably maintained at less than lOCC) then highly heat resistant 
fluorescent surfactants would be employed such as mentioned above. An indepen- 
dent fluorescent tracer could of course be used instead of one that is also a 
surfactant. Of course, if a surfactant is present, care should be exercised to avoid or 
5 minimize interference and that fluorescence is sufficiently diverse to be 
distinguished. 

To achieve the many objectives of the invention, other chemical tracers or 
indicators may also be chosen from a wide variety of chemicals including dyes and 
1 0 transition metal-containing ions (colorimetry); also metal cations and anions (with ion 
selective electrodes as the instrument) which are inert in the NOx treatment solution. 
See also, U.S. Patent No. 5,132,096 and U. S. Patent No. 5,277.185 for further 
descriptions of chemistry and applications, for example. Two or more distinctive 
tracers (distinguishable on analysis) may be used. 

15 , 
There is reference above to selection of a fluorescent tracer in ternns of 

possible high temperature of the treatment solution. High temperatures can cause 

a breakdown of tracers such as the ethoxylates listed above. In the Instance of urea. 

high temperatures can occur because it sometimes becomes advantageous to heat 

20 the urea solution above the boiling point in the mixer or at some other point prior to 

transmittal to the spray nozzles - in some Instances this may occur due to process 

failure. This will encourage hydrolysis of urea, resulting in effective reaction products. 

The temperature may be as high as 100-300°C. Pressures in this case should be 

elevated sufficiently, if that is possible, to maintain a single-phase solution. 

25 Therefore, In those instances where the treating solution can be expected to 

encounter high temperatures or intense shearing forces prior to reaching the point 

of introduction Into the exhaust, highly heat and shear resistant tracers can be used 

such as those Identified above. At lower temperatures where the alkylphenol 

exthoxylates are thermally stable and fulfill the requirements of an inert tracer, then 

30 those compounds could be suitable for monitoring and/or controlling reagent supply. 
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In a preferred embodiment, the composition will also provide a chemical tracer 
designated by a particular catalyst manufacturer to assure that the composition is 
free of contaminants for the particular catalyst being employed. It may be useful to 
employ antifreeze materials and other reagents to enhance atomization (e.g.. a 
5 surfactant which may be an alkylphenol ethoxylate. or the like), maintain injectors 
free of deposits, or the like. Also, in the event that the sensor for the tracer is 
maintained within the tank, it can be useful to employ a detergent or other agent to 
maintain the sensor in clean and effective condition. 



10 Figure 1 schematically shows a preferred embodiment incorporating the 

invention and its advantages. Briefly, diesel engine 10 is fed fuel via lines 12 and 
injectors 13. The engine produces exhaust gases containing NOx that are passed 
through exhaust pipe 20. Urea solution is fed from vessel 30 to exhaust line 20 by 
one or more injectors, like 32. The exhaust gases are then passed through SCR 

15 reactor unit 34. The process is preferably controlled by means of a controller 40. 
othenwise known as an onboard diagnostic unit (OBD) which can be either a 
separate unit or integrated with an engine management system (EMS). In an 
embodiment not shown, the urea solution is introduced into the exhaust between 
exhaust valves of the engine and an SCR (selective catalytic reduction) unit 34. 

20 

Figure 1 shows a reagent injector system employing a feed line, e.g., a 
common rail 31. with a retum to the supply via spill line 33. This system maintains 
a continuous flow of reagent between storage vessel 30 and injector 32. The term 
injector Is used herein to describe any device capable of controlling flow of urea 
25 solution from the rail 31 to the exhaust gases. The injector can be either a high- 
pressure or a low-pressure device as will be explained in more detail below. 

Among the low-pressure devices are any of the available low-pressure liquid 
distribution means, such as a mechanical atomizer of the type employed to inject 
30 liquid fuels for internal combustion engine use. spray paints, a sonic atomizer, a 
simple valve extending to a tube with a dispersion device comprising a plurality of 
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orifices to provide a fine spray, or a pintle-controlled nozzle. Preferred injectors of 
this type will operate at reasonably elevated pressures of from about 10 to about 100 
psig, e.g.. from about 30 to 50 psig. High-pressure units can also be employed. Air- 
powered nozzles can be employed, but it is preferred to operate them with a 
5 minimum of air to reduce the cost of the equipment and the effect air has on cooling 
the exhaust. In circumstances where neither air supply nor its cooling effect are 
unacceptable design compromises, air can be employed to cool the injector and/or 
aid injection of urea solution. 

10 One preferred form of injector is illustrated in U. S. Patent Application No. 

09/164,304. filed October 1, 1998, and entitled FLUID-COOLED INJECTOR. This 
injector has a pintle controlled injection orifice and provides a impact plate directly 
outside the orifice such that the spray from the orifice will impact the plate and 
become rapidly, finely dispersed. A solenoid can be employed to electrically operate 

15 this injector and other preferred fomns. Both the frequency of opening and the 
duration of any open position can be controlled. The percentage open time can 
conveniently be from 0 to 80%. The frequency can conveniently be from 5 to 30 
hertz. It will be understood that a wide range of other values can be employed. It is 
an advantage of the Invention that control of the injector is so flexible and can be so 

20 rapid as to facilitate rapid adjustment to transient engine operating conditions. 

In-line mixing means are preferably employed to assure good distribution of 
urea solution within the exhaust gases, especially when low-pressure injectors are 
employed. Distribution is important because high concentrations of urea solution can 

25 cause localized cooling and this can result in droplets of water or particles of urea or 
pyrolysis products surviving and then impacting the SCR catalyst. One suitable 
device is shown as a propeller 46. Alternatively, a foraminous body, mist eliminator, 
static mixer, particulate trap or other like device having a mixing capability can be 
employed. Figure 1 also shows bend 21 in exhaust pipe 20. to act as a guard 

30 against liquid or solid urea or urea residues from contacting the catalyst in SCR 
reactor 34. 
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The embodiment illustrated in Figure 1 includes a rail pressure sensor 35 and 
a pressure-regulating valve 36. Pressure within the rail and return lines by valve 36 
and pump 37, in response to control signals provided by controller 40. It will be 
5 noted that pressurized lines 31.31' and 31" are shown in the Figure as darker than 
the unpressurized return lines 33 and 33'. Optionally, a heat exchanger 50 can be 
employed in line 33 to cool the urea solution in the case of overheating or heat it 
when ambient temperatures are very low. Lines 38 and 38' between the pump 37 
and vessel 30 provide agitation as needed to the urea solution. 

10 

It is possible, and in some cases desirable to enclose a flow control and 
sensor module within the tank 30 to perform one or more of the following functions: 
measure reagent level, sense reagent temperature, sense reagent quality, a pump, 
a heater. A module of this type can be connected to a suitable controller by one or 
15 more electrical harnesses. 

Controller 40 is preferably integrated with an EMS for the engine 10 to avoid 
the need for several different controllers and to utilize existing wiring harnesses and 
sensors to the extent possible. Various sensors are shown and function to sense 
20 various operation parameters and generate operation signals representative of the 
sensed parameters. The operation signals are then sent to the controller, which 
compares them to reference values, computes one or more control signals and 
sends the control signals to one or more devices being controlled. 

25 Figure 1 shov\« sensor 41 for engine, sensor 42 for exhaust gas temperature, 

sensor 43 for urea level in vessel 30, and sensor 44 for the temperature of the urea 
solution in return line 33. Engine load, as represented by one or more suitable 
parameters, such as fuel flow, engine speed, throttle position or injection system 
settings, is a key parameters, and one of these or like factor can be monitored to 

30 determine the amount of NOx being generated and the need for reagent feed to the 
heating unit or its hydrolysis products fed to the exhaust gases. Optional sensors. 
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such as sensor 45 for residual NOx concentrations, can be employed for feedback 
control to the extent that such is practical. The Figure also shows in dotted lines 
operation signals being sent to the controller and control signals being sent to 
controlled devices. 

5 

The temperature of the urea solution throughout the system is maintained at 
a value sufficiently low that it is not permitted sufficient time at elevated temperature 
to hydrolyze the urea to such an extent that solids precipitate (e.g.. below about 
140°C). The injector 32 will tend to heat up as the temperature of the exhaust gases 

1 0 rises after startup to within the range of from about 300° to about 650°C at high load 
for some engines. Unless precautions are taken, the high temperature will cause 
hydrolysis of the urea before injection - causing the hydrolysis products to precipitate 
due to their lower solubility than urea. The invention circulates the urea solution 
continuously from vessel 30 through lines 31 and 33 (and associated lines, as 

1 5 controlled) to provide cooling to the injector. It is practical with suitable controls to let 
the temperature of the solution rise to between lOSX and 130°C when the system 
is pressurized to the saturated vapor pressure for the temperatures involved. 
Because the residence time on the spill line is short, the urea solution may be 
allowed to reach higher temperatures without reaching the solubility limit for 

20 hydrolysis products. An auxiliary heating means (not shown) can be employed in the 
vessel 30 or elsewhere in the feed or return system to achieve a desired 
temperature. 

Une 33 can be eliminated in embodiments where separate cooling means are 
25 provided for the injector. A reagent quality sensor 52 is conveniently located on the 
feed line 38'. 

The exact nature of this sensor 52 will depend on the reagent selected, but 
will preferably comprise a light emitting diode of suitable color to excite a fluorescent 
30 indicator and a photodiode receiver to sense the emitted light and convert the 
received light signal and convert it to a electronic control signal. For example, where 
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the reagent is Rhodamine B, a green light emitting diode (554nm. typical), such as 
made by AND. Inc.. for example, can be used to excite the Rhodamine B. which 
emits at 580 nm. can be employed. 

5 According to another procedure, a sample is taken from the line 38' and is 

delivered to an analyzer 52. In the instance of analyzing fluorescent tracer, the 
analyzer may be characterized by a cylinder or tube of a material which is 
transparent to light generated by a light source therein, e.g.. quartz in the case 
ultraviolet. The light source will operate at the wavelength necessary to excite the 

1 0 fluorescent surfactant or other fluorescent tracer compound as disclosed hereinafter. 
Other forms of actinic radiation could be used to excite (energize) the fluorescent 
compound. 

At a 90" angle from the light source is a transducer which transforms the 
1 5 fluorescent light emitted by or from the activated sample into a signal which may be 
DC voltage. DC amperage, pulse frequency and the like as an analog of the tracer 
concentration and therefore an analog of the chemical treatment concentration of 
which urea concentration is an example. This mode of transformation and analog 
signal generation is disclosed for example in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,992,380 and 
20 5,041.386. 

The analog signal will be used to control equipment which feeds the NOx- 
reducing reagent. The analog signal can also be used in several ways to produce an 
intelligible record of the chemical treatment concentration thus analyzed. 

25 

Thus, by using a standard concentration for the fluorescent tracer relative to 
urea concentration, the system can be programmed to test for low concentration, 
over dosing, or absence of reagent due to being empty or subject to a flow blockage. 
A sample of the treatment solution (in line 38* or at other convenient location) being 
30 pumped to a suitable injector or spray nozzle can be excited at the wavelength 
required to produce fluorescent intensity. The intensity of fluorescence thus 
produced for the sample can be compared (percentage-wise for example) to the 
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known intensity of the calibration standard. By connparison. then, it can be 
determined how the treatment solution compares with the standard in terms of 
concentration of the treating agent. By such comparison, it can be determined 
whether the feed rate should be altered from the standpoint of active reactant 
5 (product) concentration, either more or less, or allowed to stand as it is. The 
comparison may be an intermittent one, or continuous. 

As the concentration of the tracer, e.g., in parts per million of fluorescent 
tracer, decreases due to dilution water added to the concentrated chemical treatment 

10 solution containing the tracer, the fluorescent intensity of the sample decreases 
proportionally when considering (taking) the standard (e.g. 1.0 ppm tracer) as 100%. 
The chemical treatment (effective reagent) concentration varies the same way. When 
a low concentration is noted, there are several possible control responses, including 
increasing the flow proportionally or stopping flow and converting to a different NOx 

15 control mode. 

This can also be used to deter or prevent unauthorized dilution with distilled 
or deionized water. As will be discussed later, diluting the solution with tap water can 
also be detected. It can also detect overdosing, which can also cause problems such 
20 as emission of ammonia. 

Controller 40 can be integrated with an EMS for the engine 10 to avoid the 
need for several different controllers and to utilize existing wiring harnesses and 
sensors to the extent possible. Alternatively, a dedicated controller including the 

25 features necessary for SCR can be employed using either dedicated sensors or 
sharing where possible with the EMS. Various sensors are shown and function to 
sense various operation parameters and generate operation signals representative 
of the sensed parameters. The operation signals are then sent to the controller, 
which compares them to reference values, computes one or more control signals 

30 and sends the control signals to one or more devices being controlled. 
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Responsive to the control signals, the flow of urea solution is controlled, either 
clearing it from injectors and/or feed lines or injecting it into the exhaust gases at a 
rate sufficient for SCR; and passing the exhaust gas through an SCR reactor. 

5 Other parameters, such as pressure in the vessel and/or feed lines can also 

be monitored and employed to facilitate control. Any or all of these control 
parameters can be processed by dedicated signal processors or by a main engine 
control unit where direct benefit can be had of reference to a comprehensive engine 
parameter map. 

10 

Xhe preferred compositions will contain scale control compositions as 
necessary to combat hardness in dilution water (e.g., non deionized water), if used. 
Also, cleaners and surfactants can be employed to maintain suitable flow and 
freedom from deposits on sensors. 

15 

A principal advantage of the invention is that in addition to checking for the 
presence of the required levels of quality reagent, certain contaminants can be 
sensed and made part of the control scheme in addition to the fluorescent chemical. 
Other parameters, such as level of the reagent and/ or the presence of contaminants 

20 can also be monitored by fluorometry. physical and/or chemical means and 
employed to facilitate control. For example, chlorine is detrimental to many catalysts 
and can be made the subject of control. For example, one embodiment provides a 
sensor, e.g., an ORP probe (oxidation-reduction potential which measures the 
potential of chlorine species on the surface of a noble metal electrode vs. a 

25 reference electrode) for detecting the presence of hamnful chlorine concentrations. 
This is important because some operators might attempt to dilute the standard 
reagent with tap water. This, in addition to reducing the reagent concentration 
reaching the catalyst, would deliver chlorine to it and possibly harm its long-temi 
functionality. Chlorine can have a number of hannful effects: it can corrode the 

30 exhaust system including catalyst canisters, it can degrade the catalyst support and 
it can reduce the vapor pressure of catalyst metals. 
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In addition to chlorine, other contaminants of possible importance are 
phosphorous, lead, arsenic, zinc, sulfur, vanadium and oily components that might 
reduce the effectiveness of the sensors. 

5 

In the preferred embodiment, a heater is provided for temperature 
maintenance of the urea solution. 

The invention thus provides a method for assuring the presence of a NOx- 
1 0 reducing reagent of predefined quality in a NOx-reducing system, comprising: testing 
reagent solution for the presence of at least one fluorescent tracer; generating a 
sensor signal representative of the presence of the chemical tracer; comparing the 
sensor signal to reference values; generating control signals representative of the 
results of the comparison; and, controlling the flow of urea solution responsive to the 
1 5 control signal. 

In a preferred embodiment, if the quality of the urea solution fails testing, the 
injectors are shut off to prevent operation v/ith a defective solution. In this mode, the 
engine or other control system can provide a warning to the operator and will 

20 preferably control engine operation to maintain low NOx levels without the use of 
reagent, e.g., by exhaust gas recirculation, engine timing or derating to produce less 
power. The system will preferably wam the operator of a potential loss of power and 
the operator will be required to replace the reagent with a standard reagent before 
normal operation will be resumed. Several preferred logic diagrams for this are 

25 shown in Figures 2 through 5. 

The apparatus in one embodiment comprises: a NOx-reducing reagent quality 
sensor including a source of radiation within a defined range of wavelengths, supply 
means for feeding NOx-reducing reagent to an exhaust system including an SCR 
30 reactor, and control means responsive to said quality sensor for controlling supply 
of NOx-reducing reagent. 
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The compositions according to the Invention will comprise: a reagent effective 
for NOx-reduction; and a chemical tracer that fluoresces when subjected to radiation 
within a defined range of wavelengths. In a preferred embodiment, the composition 
5 will also provide a chemical tracer designated by a particular catalyst manufacturer 
to assure that the composition is free of contaminants for the particular catalyst being 
employed. 

In a preferred embodiment, an excessively low temperature for the urea in the 
1 0 storage vessel, will cause a heater to start to maintain the temperature of the solution 
within a desired range. It is preferred in this mode of operation, to also monitor the 
• availability of auxiliary or battery power to run the heater. If it determined that 
insufficient power is available, injectors and feed lines will be drained to avoid 
freezing. In this mode, the engine control system can provide a warning to the 
15 operator and will preferably control engine operation to maintain low NOx levels 
without the use of reagent, e.g.. by exhaust gas recirculation, engine timing or 
derating to produce less power. 

In accord with.the prefen-ed mode of operation, the quality of the urea solution 
20 will be monitored and if it fails testing on one or more criteria, the injectors are 
preferably stopped. In this mode, the engine control system can provide a warning 
to the operator and will preferably control engine operation to maintain low NOx 
levels vnthout the use of reagent, e.g., by exhaust gas recirculation, engine timing or 
derating to produce less power. Before the SCR system can be operated again, and 
25 full engine power restored, the anomaly must be con-ected. 

In another embodiment, however, the return lines 33 and 33' are not 
employed or are not the sole means for temperature maintenance. In this 
embodiment, heat exchange fluid such as air or engine coolant can be passed in 
30 heat exchange contact with the injector. Permissibly, in this embodiment, the 
temperature of the urea solution can be allowed to rise above lOCC as long as the 
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urea solution is maintained at a pressure above the saturation vapor pressure at the 
temperature. 

The SCR catalyst used is one capable of reducing the effluent nitrogen oxides 
5 concentration in the presence of ammonia. These include, for instance, activated 
carbon, charcoal or coke, zeolites, vanadium oxide, tungsten oxide, titanium oxide, 
iron oxide, copper oxide, manganese oxide, chromium oxide, noble metals such as 
platinum group metals like platinum, palladium, rhodium, and iridium, or mixtures of 
these. Other SCR catalyst materials conventional in the art and familiar to the skilled 
1 0 artisan can also be utilized. These SCR catalyst materials are typically mounted on 
a support such as a metal, ceramic, zeolite, or homogeneous monolith, although 
other art-known supports can also be used. 

Among the useful SCR catalysts are those representative prior art processes 
1 5 described below. Selective catalytic reduction processes for reducing NOx are well 
known and utilize a variety of catalytic agents. For instance, in European Patent 
Application WO 210.392. Eichholtz and Waiter discuss the catalytic removal of 
nitrogen oxides using activated charcoal or activated coke, with the addition of 
ammonia, as a catalyst. Kato et al. in U.S. Patent 4.138.469 and Henke in U.S. 
20 Patent 4.393.031 disclose the catalytic reduction of NOx using platinum group metals 
and/or other metals such as titanium, copper, molybdenum, vanadium, tungsten, or 
oxides thereof with the addition of ammonia to achieve the desired catalytic 
reduction. See also EP 487.886. which specifies a W^OzfUOz catalyst with a 
worthing range of 220 to 280°C. Other catalysts based on platinum can have 
25 operating temperatures even lower, e.g. . down to about 1 80°C. 

Another catalytic reduction process is disclosed by Canadian Patent 
1 .100,292 to Knight, which relates to the use of a platinum group metal, gold, and/or 
silver catalyst deposited on a refractory oxide. Mori et al. In U.S. Patent 4.107.272 
30 discuss the catalytic reduction of NOx using oxysulfur. sulfate, or sulfite compounds 
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of vanadium, chromium, manganese, iron, copper, and nickel with the addition of 
ammonia gas. 

In a multi-phased catalytic system. Ginger, in U.S. Patent 4.268,488. 
5 discloses exposing a nitrogen oxides containing effluent to a first catalyst comprising 
a copper compound such as copper sulfate and a second catalyst comprising metal 
combinations such as sulfates of vanadium and iron or tungsten and iron on a carrier 
in the presence of ammonia. 

1 0 The effluent to which the urea has been introduced is preferably passed over 

the SCR catalyst while the effluent is at a suitably high temperature, typically 
between about 180°C and about 650°C, e.g., at least about SOCC. In this manner, 
the active species present in the effluent due to hydrolysis and gasification of the 
urea solution most effectively facilitates the catalytic reduction of nitrogen oxides. 

1 5 The effluent will contain an excess of oxygen. Use of the present invention with any 
of the above SCR catalysts (the disclosure of which are specifically incorporated by 
reference) reduces or eliminates the requirement for the transport, storage and 
handling of large amounts of ammonia or ammonium water. 

20 The above description is for the purpose of teaching the person of ordinary 

skill in the art how to practice the present invention, and it is not intended to detail all 
of those obvious modifications and variations of it which \n\\\ become apparent to the 
skilled worker upon reading this description. It is intended, however, that all such 
obvious modifications and variations be included within the scope of the present 

25 invention which is defined by the following claims. The claims cover the indicated 
components and steps in all arrangements and sequences which are effective to 
meet the objectives intended for the invention, unless the context specifically 
indicates the contrary. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for assuring the presence of a NOx-reducing reagent of predefined 
quality in a NOx-reducing system, comprising: 

5 testing reagent solution for the presence of at least one fluorescent tracer; 

generating a sensor signal representative of the presence of the chemical 

tracer; 

comparing the sensor signal to reference values; 

generating control signals representative of the results of the comparison; 

10 and, 

controlling the flow of urea solution responsive to the control signal. 

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein other parameters, such as level of the 
reagent can also be monitored by fluorometry. physical and/or chemical means and 

1 5 employed to facilitate control. 

3. A method according to claim 1 wherein, if the quality of the urea solution fails 
testing, reagent injectors are shut off to prevent operation with a defective solution. 

20 4. A method according to claim 3 wherein, the engine or other control system can 
provide a warning to the operator and will preferably control engine operation to 
maintain low NOx levels without the use of reagent, e.g., by exhaust gas recirculation, 
engine timing or derating to produce less power. 

25 5. A method according to claim 3 wherein the system will preferably warn the 
operator of a potential loss of power and the operator will be required to replace the 
reagent with a standard reagent before normal operation will be resumed. 

7. A method for assuring the correct dosage of a NOrreducing reagent of predefined 
30 quality in a NOx-reducing system, comprising: 
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testing reagent solution for the presence of at least one fluorescent tracer; 
generating a sensor signal representative of the concentration of the chemical 

tracer; 

comparing the sensor signal to reference values; 
5 generating control signals representative of the results of the comparison; 

and, 

controlling the flow of urea solution responsive to the control signal. 

8. A method according to claim 7 wherein other parameters, such as level of the 
10 reagent can also be monitored by fluorometry, physical and/or chemical means and 

employed to facilitate control 

9. A method according to claim 7 wherein, if the quality of the urea solution fails 
testing, reagent injectors are shut off to prevent operation with a defective solution. 

15 

10. A method according to claim 9 wherein, the engine or other control system can 
provide a warning to the operator and will preferably control engine operation to 
maintain low NOx levels without the use of reagent, e.g.. by exhaust gas recirculation, 
engine timing or derating to produce less power. 

20 

11. A method according to claim 9 wherein the system will preferably warn the 
operator of a potential loss of power and the operator v^ll be required to replace the 
reagent with a standard reagent before normal operation will be resumed. 

25 12. An apparatus for assuring the presence of a NO,rreducing reagent of predefined 
quality in a NOx-reducing system, comprising: 

a NOx-reducing reagent quality sensor including a source of radiation within 
a defined range of wavelengths, 

supply means for feeding NOx-reducing reagent to an exhaust system 
30 including an SCR reactor, and 
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control means responsive to said quality sensor for controlling supply of NOx- 
reducing reagent. 

13. A composition for assuring the presence of a NOx-reducing reagent of predefined 
5 quality in a NOx-reducing system, comprising: 

a reagent effective for NOx-reduction; and 

a chemical tracer which fluoresces when subjected to radiation within a 
defined range of wavelengths. 

10 14. A composition according to claim 13, which also includes a chemical tracer 
designated by a particular catalyst manufacturer to assure that the composition is 
free of contaminants for the particular catalyst being employed. 
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